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currently in effect for the People’s Republic
of China will substantially promote the objec-
tives of section 402 of the Act, and my rea-
sons for such determination.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 29, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 30.

Statement on the Verdict in the
Megan Kanka Trial
May 30, 1997

This has been a terrible tragedy for the
Kanka family and their community. Megan’s
family took their pain and helped guide the
Nation to adopt legislation that is going to
protect other children from those who would
harm them. We owe the Kanka family not
only our sympathy but a debt of gratitude
as well.

Proclamation 7007—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences
May 30, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A),

and 503(c)(1) of title V of the Trade Act of
1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’), 19 U.S.C. 2461–2466,
as amended, the President may designate or
withdraw designation of specified articles
provided for in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) as eligi-
ble for preferential tariff treatment under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
when imported from designated beneficiary
developing countries.

2. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the
1974 Act, the President is authorized to des-
ignate countries as beneficiary developing
countries for purposes of the GSP.

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the
1974 Act, some beneficiary developing coun-
tries are subject to the competitive need limi-

tation on the preferential treatment afforded
under the GSP to eligible products.

4. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the
1974 Act, a country that is no longer treated
as a beneficiary developing country with re-
spect to an eligible article may be redesig-
nated as a beneficiary developing country
with respect to such article if imports of such
article from such country did not exceed the
competitive need limitation in section
503(c)(2)(A) during the preceding calendar
year.

5. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the
1974 Act, the President may disregard the
competitive need limitation provided in sec-
tion 503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) with respect to any el-
igible article if the aggregate appraised value
of the imports of such article into the United
States during the preceding calendar year
does not exceed the applicable amount set
forth in section 503(c)(2)(F)(ii).

6. Further, pursuant to subsection 503(d)
of the 1974 Act, the President may waive the
application of the competitive need limita-
tion in section 503(c)(2)(A) with respect to
any eligible article of any beneficiary devel-
oping country.

7. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the
1974 Act, the President may designate arti-
cles as eligible articles only for countries des-
ignated as least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping countries under section 502(a)(2), if
the President determines that such articles
are not import-sensitive in the context of im-
ports from such least-developed beneficiary
developing countries.

8. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A),
and 503(c)(1) of the 1974 Act, I have deter-
mined, after taking into account information
and advice received from the United States
International Trade Commission under sec-
tion 503(a)(1)(A), to designate additional arti-
cles as eligible articles for purposes of the
GSP. In order to do so, it is necessary to
subdivide and amend the nomenclature of
existing provisions of the HTS.

9. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the
1974 Act, and having due regard for the eligi-
bility criteria set forth therein, I have deter-
mined that it is appropriate to designate
Cambodia as a beneficiary developing coun-
try and a least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping country for purposes of the GSP.
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10. Pursuant to sections 503(c)(2)(A) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that certain
beneficiary countries should no longer re-
ceive preferential tariff treatment under the
GSP with respect to certain eligible articles
imported in quantities that exceed the appli-
cable competitive need limitation.

11. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that certain
countries should be redesignated as bene-
ficiary developing countries with respect to
certain eligible articles that had been im-
ported previously in quantities that exceeded
the competitive need limitation of section
503(c)(2)(A).

12. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that the com-
petitive need limitation provided in section
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) should be waived with re-
spect to certain eligible articles.

13. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974
Act, I have determined that the competitive
need limitation of section 503(c)(2)(A)
should be waived with respect to certain eli-
gible articles from certain beneficiary devel-
oping countries. I have received the advice
of the United States International Trade
Commission on whether any industries in the
United States are likely to be adversely af-
fected by such waivers and I have deter-
mined, based on that advice and on the con-
siderations described in sections 501 and
502(c), that such waivers are in the national
economic interest of the United States. In
order to grant one of those waivers, it is nec-
essary to subdivide and amend the nomen-
clature of existing provisions of the HTS.

14. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the
1974 Act, I have determined to designate
certain articles as eligible articles under the
GSP only for least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping countries.

15. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, 19 U.S.C.
2483, as amended, authorizes the President
to embody in the HTS the substance of the
relevant provisions of that Act, and of other
acts affecting import treatment, and actions
thereunder, including the removal, modifica-
tion, continuance, or imposition of any rate
of duty or other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by

the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to title V and section 604 of the 1974 Act,
do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that Cambodia is
designated as a beneficiary developing coun-
try and a least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping country for purposes of the GSP, that
one or more countries that have not been
treated as beneficiary developing countries
with respect to one or more eligible articles
should be redesignated as beneficiary devel-
oping countries with respect to such article
or articles for purposes of the GSP, and that
one or more countries should no longer be
treated as beneficiary developing countries
with respect to an eligible article for pur-
poses of the GSP, general note 4 to the HTS
is modified as provided in section A of Annex
I to this proclamation.

(2) In order to designate certain articles
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP
when imported from beneficiary developing
countries, the HTS is modified as provided
in section B of Annex I to this proclamation.

(3) (a) In order to designate an article as
an eligible article for purposes of the GSP
when imported from any beneficiary devel-
oping country other than India, the Rates of
Duty 1-Special subcolumn for the HTS sub-
heading enumerated in section C(1)(a) of
Annex I to this proclamation is modified as
provided in such Annex section.

(b) In order to designate an article as an
eligible article for purposes of the GSP when
imported from any beneficiary developing
country, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcol-
umn for the HTS subheading enumerated in
section C(1)(b) of Annex I to this proclama-
tion is modified as provided in such Annex
section.

(c) In order to restore preferential tariff
treatment under the GSP to a country that
has been excluded from the benefits of the
GSP for an eligible article, the Rates of Duty
1-Special subcolumn for each of the HTS
subheadings enumerated in section C(1)(c)
of Annex I to this proclamation is modified
as provided in such Annex section.

(d) In order to provide that one or more
countries should no longer be treated as a
beneficiary developing country with respect
to an eligible article for purposes of the GSP,
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the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for
each of the HTS provisions enumerated in
section C(2) of Annex I to this proclamation
is modified as provided in such Annex sec-
tion.

(4) In order to designate certain articles
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP
only when imported from designated least-
developed beneficiary developing countries,
the HTS is modified as provided in Annex
II to this proclamation.

(5) A waiver of the application of section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act shall apply to
the eligible articles in the HTS subheadings
and to the beneficiary developing countries
set forth in Annex III to this proclamation.

(6) In order to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed staged reductions
in the Rates of Duty 1-General subcolumn,
for goods that fall in the HTS subheadings
modified by section B(1) of Annex I to this
proclamation and that are entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after the dates specified in Annex IV to
this proclamation, the rate of duty in the
HTS set forth in such subcolumn for each
of the HTS subheadings enumerated in
Annex IV to this proclamation is deleted and
the rate of duty provided in such Annex is
inserted in lieu thereof.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.

(8) (a) The modifications made by Annexes
I, II, and IV to this proclamation shall be
effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,
on or after the dates set forth in such An-
nexes.

(b) The action taken in Annex III to this
proclamation shall be effective on May 31,
1997.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:21 p.m., May 30, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 3.

Proclamation 7008—Small Business
Week, 1997
May 30, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America was built on the enterprise of our

people—on their ideas, their energy, their
willingness to take risks, and their willingness
to pursue their dreams. Throughout the dec-
ades, men and women of independence, op-
timism, and determination have come to our
shores, confident in the knowledge that in
America they could build a life for them-
selves and their families through their own
initiative, creating and developing businesses
in every field of endeavor.

The success of the small business commu-
nity has been a hallmark of our free enter-
prise system, helping to drive the engine of
America’s economy as we compete in the
global marketplace. The invaluable contribu-
tions of small business owners to the strength
of our economy are reflected in some ex-
traordinary statistics. The recent record
growth of the small business community has
resulted in 840,000 new employer firms over
the past year—the highest number ever, and
a 2-percent increase over the last record set
in 1995. Small businesses employ 53 percent
of America’s private work force, account for
47 percent of all sales in the country, and
generate more than half of our private gross
domestic product; and industries dominated
by small business produced almost 1.5 mil-
lion new jobs in the last year alone.

Our challenge now is to help America’s
small business community build on this phe-
nomenal record of success. My Administra-
tion is committed to giving small business
men and women the opportunity to realize
their dreams. The Small Business Adminis-
tration has a portfolio guaranteeing over $27
billion in loans to 185,000 small businesses
that otherwise would not have access to such
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